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Volunteering for a justice cause

by Laura Bucci
Contributor

( efore I would
B have written
them off,”
says Sutha Joy, in
reference to young
offenders. But today
she has a different

view of troubled
youth.

I Volunteer

Through her volunteer
work as a facilitator with
the restorative justice
program, she has come
to realize that many of
these youth offenders are
simply not thinking when
they commit crimes and
are often going through
family problems.

Before starting
to volunteer with
Touchstone Family
Association two years ago,
Joy underwent facilitator
training through the
RCMP. Now she works
with youth who have
committed less serious
offences such as mischief, Chung Chow photo
vandalism, theft, and Sutha Joy brings young offenders and victims together
harassment. as a volunteer with Touchstone Family Association’s
See Page 40 restorative justice program.
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Restorative justice brings
victim and offender together

From Page 39

But her work doesn’t
involve dealing only with
offenders. In fact, many
people can be involved
in a case including: the
victim, families from both
parties, witnesses, police
officers, and translators.
But restorative justice
is only an option if
all parties agree to be
involved in the process.

The process requires that
all parties meet together in
forums where through the
telling of their stories, the
truth emerges, emotions
are vented, and tears may
be shed. This is when Joy’s
skill comes in as feelings
can sometimes run high.
She ensures that everyone
is treated fairly and
respectfully throughout
the forum.

As a facilitator she
remains neutral and it is
the victim that suggests
a resolution to the crime.
Some of the resolutions
she has heard include:
handwriting a 2,500-word
essay, giving a school
presentation, attending
anger management

counselling, performing
community service, re-
evaluating current friends,
and paying for damage.

Restorative justice is
an alternative to the
criminal justice system
and is a concept of
great importance in the
Aboriginal tradition.

This is a process that Joy
has come to appreciate
because it is faster than
the judicial system and
much cheaper, but most of
all because the restorative
justice experience is more
beneficial to both the
victim and the offender.

“Everybody involved gets
a deeper understanding of
the crime,” she explains.
“And (the victims)
understand that they were
not singled out.”

The offender is also
re-integrated ‘into the
community and not
alienated as is the case
with the criminal justice
system.

The restorative justice
process is only made
possible through the work
of volunteer facilitators
like Joy.

“They provide a valuable
service in society, making
sacrifices in their personal
lives to help those
in need within the
community,” says Haroon
Bajwa, co-ordinator of
the Richmond Restorative
Justice program.

“And Sutha deserves
congratulations for her
contributions.”

But volunteering is a
process of giving and
receiving. And in return
Joy has not only learned
to listen first and then
talk, but has also come to
understand that young
people must be heard
before judgments are made.

sTouchstone Family
Association is located at
#120-6411 Buswell St. For
more information on the
Restorative Justice program
visit www.touchfam.ca or
call 604-279-5599.

*To find volunteer
opportunities visit www.
govolunteer.ca or call
Volunteer Richmond
Information Services,
Richmond’s community
Volunteer Centre, at 604-
279-7020.




